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EXPLORING THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHANUKAH FESTIVAL
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The Greeks gathered against me, in days of the Hasmoneans.
They broke down the walls of my towers and defiled all the oils.
But from the last remaining flask a miracle was wrought for the Jews.
The sages of the day ordained these eight days for songs of praise.
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2. RABBI DOVID MINTZBERG — WHY DO WE LIGHT FOR 8 NIGHTS, NOT 7?

Answers fall into three categories: 1. The miracle was actually an 8-day miracle, somehow; 2. The oil
miracle was only for 7 days, but we celebrate another day of Chanukah for another reason; 3. The oil
miracle was only for 7 days, but Chanukah is 8 days long for a totally different reason.
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3. RABBI BARUCH HALEVI ASHLAG — CHANUKAH IS A REST-STOP

Harav Baruch Shalom Halevi Ashlag (1907-1991) was a kabbalist, the oldest son of Harav Yehuda
Ashlag (a.k.a. Baal Hasulam). As a result of arguments within the family regarding publishing rights for
the Sulam commentary on Zohar, Rav Baruch Ashlag left Israel for three years, spending most of that
time in Manchester, England.
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4. RABBI BARUCH HALEVI ASHLAG — BREAKING THROUGH THE TOWER’S WALLS
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