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1. SHEMOT 32:1/RASHI — WHY DID THE JEWISH NATION WANT TO REPLACE MOSHE?
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When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, the people gathered
against Aaron and said to him, “Come, make us a god who shall go before us, for that man Moses, who
brought us from the land of Egypt—we do not know what has happened to him.”
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When Moses went up the mountain, he said to them: at the end of a period of forty days (i.e. on the
fortieth day) I will return during the first six hours of the day (i.e. before noon). They thought that the
day on which he ascended the mountain (7th of Sivan) was included in this number (Sivan has 30 days
— therefore he was expected back before noon on the 16th of Tammuz). But what he had actually said
to them was “after forty days” meaning complete days — forty full days, each day together with its
night that precedes it. Therefore, the fortieth day really fell on the 17th of Tammuz and not as the
people had believed on the 16th. On the 16th of Tammuz “Satan” came and threw the world into
confusion, giving it the appearance of darkness, gloom and disorder so that the people would say:
“Moses must be dead, and that is why confusion has come into the world!” And he said to them, “Yes,
Moses is dead, for six hours (noon) has already come (wwa = wv Na) and he has not returned etc.”

2. 1BN EZRA — HOW COULD AHRON TAKE PART IN CREATING THE EGEL?
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3. RAMBAN — WHAT DID THEY MEAN WHEN THEY USED THE WORD ‘ELOHIM’?
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4. KLI YAKAR — IT WAS ALL THE FAULT OF THE EIREV RAV — TEXTUAL PROOFS
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