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1. THE FIRST PASUK OF PARSHAT MISPATIM (SHEMOT 21:1)
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And these are the laws that you shall in front of them

2. MIDRASH TANCHUMA - THE STORY OF ONKELOS THE PROSELYTE
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“These are the ordinances” (Exod. 21:1). This is what it says in the verse: “He declares His word to Jacob ... He has not
dealt so with any nation.” (Ps. 147:19-20) Onkelos the convert, Hadrian’s nephew, wanted to convert [to Judaism],
but he feared his uncle[’s wrath]. He told his uncle: “I want to engage in business.” Hadrian responded: “Do you need
silver or gold? It’s all available for you in my treasure-house.” Onkelos responded: “l want to go into business in other
lands in order to become acquainted with other people, and just need your advice on how to do so.” Hadrian
responded [with this advice]: “Whatever merchandise you trade in which is very cheap — because it is ignored, deal in
this commodity, for it will ultimately rise in price and you will profit from it.” Then [Onkelos] went to Israel and
studied the Torah.
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Sometime later R. Eliezer and R. Yehoshua met him and noticed that he looked different. They said to each other:
“Onkelos must be studying the Torah.” When he came close to them, he asked numerous questions which they
answered. Later he went back to his uncle, Hadrian, who asked him: “Why do you look so different? It makes me
think think that your business was unsuccessful or that someone wasn’t nice to you.” [Onkelos answered]: “Not at all.
You are my relative, so no one would ever do anything bad to me.” So Hadrian asked him: “If so, why do you look
different?” To which he replied: “I have studied the Torah, and | was also circumcised.” [Hadrian had banned
circumcision] “Who advised you to do that?” he asked. “You did,” he answered. [Hadrian was shocked at this
response] “When did | do that?” he asked. “Oh, simple, when | told you | desired to engage in business, you said:
‘Whatever merchandise you find cheap, that is worthless, and lying on the ground because it is ignored, do business
in it, for it will finally rise in value.” | have traveled among the nations and have found nothing so low and so cast
down as Israel, and it is destined to rise, as [the prophet] Isaiah said: So says God, the Redeemer of Israel, His Holy
One, to him who is despised of men, to him who is abhorred of nations, to a servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and
arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of God that is faithful, even the Holy One of Israel, who
has chosen you” (Isa. 49:7).



3. K’SAV SOFER — HUMANISTIC LAW IS NOT TORAH LAW / OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
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4. CHASAM SOFER — COUNTERPARTS IN HEAVEN

[T NYT* 17'OX1 NOT NTIAY 'TAY 0'1A 1197 X71 "Y1 .0N"97 D'WN TWKR D'UOYNN N7XI
NN 770N AT ATIAY FTA 197 IR T KnNnY 7R 7Y T N 1T DNY TR
N 1T D 02 W' QUNYY [T N TA1D D 1W197 W' '1DI DNTaAwn? 077X DY 'l DWUN
DINLNI D'YITEN D'DKR7N N7YN7 DAY 7KW |'T D' TAD1,72ynn 0wl n2un? |1
7' AWKRDI D'7'IR O'RI7IN DN DY N7VNY DY DT NTIAY FTAY Y T N TA1D0
D778 DY ' TR 79 T N 197 X971 D07 DT DT Ay 997 117




5. R. YISROEL OF RUZHYN — WHY “IN FRONT OF THEM"?
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8. TORAH TEMIMAH (ERUVIN 54B) — SHOW YOUR FACE TO YOUR STUDENTS
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Rabbi Akiva says: From where do we derive that a person is obligated to teach his student until he
learns the material and understands it? As it says: “Now therefore write this song for you and teach it
to the children of Israel; put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the
children of Israel” (Deut. 31:19). This verse indicates that one must teach Torah to others. And from
where do we derive that one must teach his students until the material is organized in their mouths?
As it is stated: “Put it in their mouths,” so that they should be capable of teaching it to others. And
from where do we derive that a teacher must show his students the reasons for the teachings? As it
is stated: “Now these are the judgments which you shall set before them” (Ex. 21:1), which indicates

that the lesson must be set out in logical fashion for the students.
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