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UNDERSTANDING ABRAHAM’S FIRST TEST

1. BEREISHIT 12:1-10 — A FAMINE IN CANAAN
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1. And the Lord said to Abram, "Go forth from your land and from your birthplace and from your
father's house, to the land that | will show you. 2. And | will make you into a great nation, and | will
bless you, and | will aggrandize your name, and [you shall] be a blessing. 3. And | will bless those who
bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse, and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in
you." 4. And Abram went, as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him, and Abram was
seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 5. And Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son,
and all their possessions that they had acquired, and the souls they had acquired in Haran, and they
went to go to the land of Canaan, and they came to the land of Canaan. 6. And Abram passed through
the land, until the place of Shechem, until the plain of Moreh, and the Canaanites were then in the
land. 7. And the Lord appeared to Abram, and He said, "To your seed | will give this land," and there he
built an altar to the Lord, Who had appeared to him. 8. And he moved from there to the mountain,
east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent; Bethel was to the west and Ai was to the east, and there he
built an altar to the Lord, and he called in the name of the Lord. 9. And Abram traveled, continually
traveling southward. [Break] 10. And there was a famine in the land, and Abram descended to Egypt to
sojourn there because the famine was severe in the land.

2. RASHI - A TEST FOR AVRAM
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A Famine in the Land — In that land only, to test him [and see] whether he would take exception to
God’s commands in that He had bidden him to go to the land of Canaan and now forced him to leave it
(Pirkei D'Rabbi Eliezer 26).



3. RAMBAN
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And there was famine in the land (Gen. 12:10) — behold, Avraham went down to Egypt due to hunger,
to live there temporarily in order to save his life in the days of drought, and the Egyptians exploited
him without cause to get his wife, and the Holy One of Blessing avenged them with great afflictions,
and brought him out from there with cattle, silver and gold, and Pharaoh had commanded men to send
him. And it is a hint from (Avraham), since his children went down to Egypt because of hunger to live
temporarily in the land, and the Egyptians did evil to them and took their wives, as it says (Exodus 1:22)
And every (baby) girl you shall let live, and the Holy One of Blessing avenged them with great afflictions
until they were taken out (laden) with silver and gold and sheep and cattle, with many possessions,
and they (Egyptians) pressed them to be gone from the land. Not a single incident that befell the father
didn't befall the children. And this matter is explained in Bereshit Rabbah 8:6: "Rabi Pinchas said in the
name of Rabbi Oshaya - The Holy One said to Avraham: ‘Go and conquer the way for your children.’
And you find that everything that was written regarding Avraham was also written regarding his
descendants: regarding Avraham it is written and there was famine in the land, regarding Israel it is
written (Genesis 45:6) this is already two years of famine in all the land." And you should know that our
father Avraham committed a great sin unintentionally, in which he brought his righteous wife to
stumble into transgression because of his fear of getting killed, and he should have trusted the Name
to have saved him, his wife and all that was his, because Elohim has power to help and to save. Also his
going out from the land - of which he had been commanded at the beginning - due to famine was a
transgression that he committed, because Elohim would have saved him from dying (even) in a famine.
And because of this deed it was decreed that his seed would be in exile in Egypt under the hand of
Pharaoh.

4. THE FIRST EXILE (EGYPT) & THE FOUR EXILES (BAVEL, PERSIA, GREECE, ROME)

The First Exile
Egypt (1523 BCE — 1313 BCE)

The Four Exiles

The prophet Daniel had a vision that subtly hints to the four exiles of the Jewish nation:



I saw in my vision by night...four great beasts...The first was like a lion...and behold, another
beast, a second one, similar to a bear...Afterwards | beheld, and there was another, similar to a
leopard...After that, as | looked on in the night vision, there was a fourth beast—fearsome,
dreadful and very powerful. (Dan. 7:1)

Babylon (423 BCE - 372 BCE)
Persia/Media (372 BCE — 348 BCE)
Greece 371 BCE - 140 BCE
Rome/Edom (69 CE - Present)
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For details of all the exiles, see:
https://www.chabad.org/library/article cdo/aid/3671017/jewish/Discover-the-Four-Exiles-of-the-
Jewish-People.htm

5. ALSHICH

Rabbi Moshe Alshich (1508—1593), known as the Alshich Hakadosh, was a prominent rabbi and biblical
commentator. The Alshich was born in 1508 in the Ottoman Empire. He later moved to Safed where he
became a student of Rabbi Joseph Caro, author of the Shulchan Aruch. His students included Rabbi
Hayim Vital and Rabbi Yom Tov Tzahalon. He died in Safed in 1593.
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