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1. DEVARIM 18:13 — THE OBJECTIVE IS PERFECTION
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You must be perfect/complete with God your God.

2. DEVARIM 18:9-13 — WHAT’S THE CONTEXT?
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When you enter the land that God your God is giving you, you shall not learn to imitate the abhorrent
practices of those nations. Let no one be found among you who consigns his son or daughter to the
fire, or who is an augur, a soothsayer, a diviner, a sorcerer, one who casts spells, or one who consults
ghosts or spirits, or one who inquires of the dead. For anyone who does such things is abhorrent to
God, and it is because of these abhorrent things that God your God is dispossessing them before you.
You must be perfect/complete with God your God.

3. RAMBAM, M.T., HILCHOT AVODA ZARA, 11:16 — AUGMENTING PROHIBITION AGAINST IDOLATRY
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All the above matters are falsehood and lies with which the original idolaters deceived the gentile
nations in order to lead them after them. It is not fitting for the Jews who are wise sages to be drawn
into such emptiness, nor to consider that they have any value as [implied by Num. 23:23]: "No black
magic can be found among Jacob, or occult arts within Israel.” Similarly, [Deut. 18:14] states: "These
nations which you are driving out listen to astrologers and diviners. This is not [what God... has
granted] you." Whoever believes in [occult arts] of this nature and, in his heart, thinks that they are
true and words of wisdom, but are forbidden by the Torah, is foolish and feebleminded. He is
considered like women and children who have underdeveloped intellects. The masters of wisdom and
those of perfect knowledge know with clear proof that all these crafts which the Torah forbade are not
reflections of wisdom, but rather, emptiness and vanity which attracted the feebleminded and caused
them to abandon all the paths of truth. For these reasons, when the Torah warned against all these

Lord."



4. RAMBAN (CRITIQUE OF SEFER HAMITZVOT OF THE RAMBAM) — IT’S NOT JUST A WARNING
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5. IGRA DEKALLA (R. TZVI ELIMELECH SPIRA OF DINOV) — PERFECTION IN AND OF ITSELF
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6. DIVREI EMES (CHOZEH OF LUBLIN) — GIVING EVERY PART OF YOURSELF TO GOD
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7. MEI HASHILOACH (IZHBITZER) — YOUR PERFECTION IS RECIPROCATED BY GOD
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8. KEDUSHAT LEVI (R. LEVI YITZCHAK OF BERDICHEV) — MATERIALISTS ARE ALWAYS LACKING
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