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1. DEVARIM 2:7 — THE PRESENCE OF GOD IN THE WILDERNESS OVER FORTY YEARS

Y PPIN N MY DYIIN NY ;N0 ST 1270 NN TN YT 5 72 NWYD 933 1213 PPy /1 >3
37 700 N9

Indeed, God your God has blessed you in everything you do; He has watched over your wanderings
through this great wilderness; God your God has been with you these past forty years; you have lacked
nothing.

2. ZOHAR SHEMOT 2:2B — GOD GOES INTO EXILE WITH HIS CHILDREN
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We learnt, Rabbi Yitzchak said: What is meant by the verse, "On the mountains | will take up a weeping
and wailing" (Jer. 9:9)? The mountains that are referred to are the loftiest in the world. And who are
these lofty mountains? They are "the precious sons of Zion comparable to fine gold." And now they are
descending into exile with grindstones on their necks and their hands tied behind them. And when
they arrived in the exile of Babylon, they thought that they would never have support because God had
forsaken them and would no longer watch over them.
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And we learnt that Rabbi Shimon said, at that moment God summoned all His company, all the
Chariots and camps, and His officers, and all the hosts of heaven. And he said to them, 'What are you
doing here? My beloved children are in the exile of Babylon, and you are here!? Arise, all of you,
descend to Babylon and | will go with you.' This is the meaning of that which is written, "Thus says
Hashem, 'For your sake | have sent to Babylon'" (Isa. 43:14). This refers to God. "And will bring down all
of them as fugitives..." (Ibid.). These are all the supernal Chariots and camps.
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When they descended to Babylon, the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit of prophecy rested on
Ezekiel. And he saw whatever he saw and said to Israel: 'Behold your Master is here and all the hosts of
heaven and the Chariots that have come to dwell with you.' They did not believe him until he was



obliged to reveal all that he saw - 'l saw thus, | saw thus..." and if he revealed more, whatever he
revealed was altogether necessary. As soon as Israel saw this, they rejoiced. And when they heard the
words from Ezekiel's mouth, they no longer feared their exile at all because they knew that God would
not leave them. And everything that he revealed, he revealed with [God’s] permission.

1121 SN 032 NIDY NN, N 1R D$NT NI XIN) ,1INRY NHZY KNPIY 1HD 193 INIWT NN 922 10
PIVN PN POXR IRIY? 232 MDY NN, NIN . IRY PIVIN IAN DINID ,APY IXIND ,ONIY? 32 DNIT P
-DYI¥NT KNIZYD NPV TN, APY DY IRMT ,PNIY

We learned that in each and every place to which Israel was exiled, the Shechinah was exiled with
them. And here, regarding the exile of Egypt, it is written, "And these are the names of the children of
Israel..." (Ex. 1:1). But if it is written, "the Children of Israel," why does it conclude "with Jacob?" It
should have said, 'who came with him.' [And the answer is that the words] "These are the names of the
children of Israel" refers to the supernal Chariots and camps that descended with Jacob together with
the Shechinah into the exile of Egypt.

3. YOMA 54B - THE CHERUBS IN THE INNER SANCTUM AT THE TIME OF DESTRUCTION
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It means like a man joined and clinging to his livaya, his partner, i.e. his wife. In other words, the
cherubs appeared to be embracing one another. Reish Lakish said: When gentiles destroyed the
Second Temple and entered the Sanctuary, they saw these drawings of cherubs clinging to one
another. They peeled them from the wall, took them out to the market, and said: These Jews, whose
blessing is a blessing and whose curse is a curse, due to their great fear of God, should they be
occupied with such matters, making images of this kind? They immediately debased and destroyed
them, as it is stated: “All who honored her debase her because they have seen her nakedness”
(Lamentations 1:8).



