PARSHAT BESHALACH 2020 - SOURCE SHEET
WWW.RABBIDUNNER.COM

WHO SANG THE SONG?

1. SHEMOT 15:1 — “AZ YASHIR MOSHE”
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Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to God. They said: “I will sing to God, for He has
triumphed gloriously; Horse and rider He has hurled into the sea.”

2. RASHI — WHY DOES IT SAY “THEN”? AND WHY A FUTURE TENSE FOR SINGING?
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THEN MOSES SANG — with regard to the use of the future tense for the word 1'w, the meaning is this:
then — i.e. at the moment he saw the miracle — it entered his mind that he would sing a song.

3. SHEM MISHMUEL — WHO WAS REALLY DOING THE SINGING?
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4. MIDRASH — HOW DID MOSHE SPEAK IF HE HAD A SPEECH IMPEDIMENT?
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5. SUMMARY OF SHEM MISHMUEL

Rashi says that when Moshe saw the miracle occur, he made the decision that he would sing the song.
The Shem Mishmuel is puzzled by the need to say that he made the decision so that he ‘would’ do
something — it is obvious that no one does anything without deciding to do it. It could therefore quite
easily have said “AZ SHAR MOSHE” — “then Moshe sang”?

The Shem Mishmuel comments on the fact that Moshe and Bnei Yisrael all sang the exact same song
in unison — in other words, they sang identical lyrics, despite it being a spontaneous song — something
which even prophets are not able to do, as we know that no two prophets ever correspond precisely
with each other on the same prophecy. It must be because Moses had a unique form of prophecy in
which God spoke from him, rather than him repeating God’s words, and that in this case the nation
had a similar form of prophecy, unlike ordinary prophecy, and it was God who delivered the words to
them. But if that is the case, how are we able to say that Moshe and the Bnei Yisrael even sang the
song? It wasn’t their voice or words, it was God’s?

That is why the pasuk tells us that they intended to sing the song, and decided to do so, to inform us
that the initial impetus came from them, even if the song itself was a miraculous expression of music.

6. POWERFUL LESSONS TO BE LEARNT FROM THE SHEM MISHMUEL

e Making a decision to do the right thing is powerful in-and-of itself

e When we hear two great people say different things, that doesn’t mean one of them is wrong.
They both could be repeating the words of God as they understood them.

e Our greatest achievements are miracles that begin with a decision we make to forge ahead with
something important. If we are inspired to do something, God will be there to make it happen.

® Getting people to do exactly the same good thing at exactly the same time is a miracle.



