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1. BEREISHIT 33:4 — THE BROTHERS MEET AGAIN AFTER 34 YEARS
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And Esau ran toward him and embraced him, and he fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept.

2. MIDRASH RABBA — THE DOTS ON THE WORD
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He kissed him. [The word] is dotted [above each letter]. Rabbi Simeon ben Elazar said . . . [the fact that
there are the same amount of dots as letters] teaches that [Esau] felt compassion in that moment and
kissed [Jacob] with all his heart. R. Yannai said to him . . . if so why are there dots on top [of the
letters]? To teach that he didn't come to kiss him but rather to bite him, but Yaakov Avinu's neck
turned to marble; and thus the teeth of that wicked one were blunted. Thus, when the text says "and
they cried" — this one cried over his neck and this one cried over his teeth.

3. RASHI - TWO OPINIONS
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AND HE KISSED HIM — There are dots above the letters of this word, and a difference of opinion is
expressed in the Baraitha Sifrei as to what these dots are intended to suggest: some explain the
dotting as meaning that he did not kiss him with his whole heart, whereas R. Simeon ben Yohai said: Is
it not well-known that Esau hated Jacob? But at that moment his pity was really aroused, and he kissed
him with his whole heart. (Sifrei Bamidbar 69.2)

4. IBN EZRA — DON'T TAKE THE NEGATIVE INTERPRETATION TOO SERIOUSLY
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The midrashic interpretation of the dots on top of the word “vayishaskeihu” -- and he kissed him, is
good for immature babies, but according to the straightforward interpretation Esav did not plan to do
evil to his brother. And the proof of this is [the word] “vayivku” -- and they cried, just like happened [at
the reunion] with Yosef and his brothers.



5. R. SAMSON RAPHAEL HIRSCH — ESAU WAS A DESCENDANT OF ABRAHAM
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6. HAAMEK DAVAR - THE LOVE WENT IN BOTH DIRECTIONS
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7. R. YEHOSHUA WEITZMAN — ROSH YESHIVA OF YESHIVAT MAALOT, GALILEE
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