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1. BEREISHIT 28:16-17 — YAAKOV WAKES UP & IS FRIGHTENED
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Jacob woke up from his sleep, and he said, "Indeed, God is in this place, and | did not know ." And he
was frightened, and he said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven."

2. 28:15 — SURELY GOD HAD JUST REASSURED YAAKOV HE WOULD PROTECT & TAKE CARE OF HIM?
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Behold, | am with you, and | will guard you wherever you go, and | will restore you to this land, for | will
not forsake you until | have done what | have said to you [that | would do].

3. BEREISHIT 32:8 — YAAKOV BECOMES FRIGHTENED AGAIN
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Jacob became very frightened and he was distressed; so he divided the people who were with him, and
the flocks and the cattle and the camels, into two camps.

4. BEREISHIT RABBAH 76:1 — YAAKOV IS THE “CHOICE ONE” OF THE PATRIARCHS
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“Jacob became very frightened and he was distressed” — R. Pinchas said in the name of R. Reuven:
“There were two people who had received specific assurances from God, and yet they were still afraid.
One is the choice one of the patriarchs, Jacob, to whom God had said: “I shall be with you”, but in the
end he was afraid of his impending encounter with Esav, as the Torah says: “Jacob became very
frightened”. The other person was the choice one of the prophets, Moses. God had told him “I shall be
with you” (Shemot 3:12). Still, we find God telling him (Bamidbar 21): “Do not be afraid of him (Og)”.
God certainly would not have bothered to reassure Moshe had he not been frightened (of Og).

5. R. ELIYAHU BLUMENZWEIG (YESHIVAT HESDER YERUCHAM) — IS THIS NOT A LACK OF FAITH?
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6. YAAKOV REPRESENTS THE MIDDLE GROUND BETWEEN TWO EXTREMES

According to the Midrash: “Abraham signifies a mountain, as it says: N7 N 9N2 - ‘on the mountain of
God shall be seen’; Isaac symbolizes a field as it says: nTwa MwH pny k¥ = ‘And Isaac went out to
speak in the field’; and Jacob is referred to as a house, as it says: 9-X 172 X)nNN DIPHNN DY NN XIPN

‘And | will call the name of that place Beit EL."”

We need to understand what this means, and we also need to understand why Jacob is called “bechir
ha-avot” — “the choice one of the patriarchs”? According to the Kabbalah, the three patriarchs
symbolize three fundamental aspects of the Sephiroth that are the forms of God's revelation: namely,
nINON ,NM2) ,ToN — kindness, power, and glory. Abraham signifies kindness and love. Ultimate
kindness is extraordinary — when one gives to others with no expectation of getting anything in return.
It is beyond the regular topography of life, it bursts forth out of the ordinary, like a mountain rising
majestically out of the ground and ascending to great heights — similarly, true kindness transcends the
ego, and rises above personal, narrow interests. Meanwhile, Isaac symbolizes ultimate power and
strength, which leads to fear and dread, and indeed the idea of the field is that it symbolizes the
limitless, borderless power of an open space, wide-open, without any protection.

Both of these attributes represent two extremes. It is natural for each extreme to have a parallel at its
opposite end, and indeed, from Abraham, the man who epitomized kindness, emerged Ishmael, who
acted in exactly the opposite way to his father Abraham. From Isaac, the man of deep faith and fear of
God, emerged the utterly fearless and God-less Esau, the opposite of his father, who feared God and
was constantly conscious of the dangers posed by God-denial.



Jacob is symbolized by a home or house — a permanent, stable place where one can live and manage
one’s life. With all due respect to raw nature, one cannot survive very long without a roof over one’s
head, whether it is on a mountain or in a field. Jacob’s symbolism may be more prosaic, but it is much
more practical, much more real.

Actually, if we look at Jacob’s life, it seems that he led a very unstable life. He went through a lot of
journeys, jolts, hardships and complex events. In which case, how is it suitable for him to be
represented by the “bayit” — the steady, stable home? Let’s go back and look at the Sephiroth.
Abraham and “chesed” are located on the right, while Isaac and “gevurah” are located on the left.
Jacob and “tiferet” is a combination of the two and located in the middle. Jacob receives the best of
both and merges them into one stable attribute that will outlast him and his family, creating a bayit
that will last for eternity.

That is why he is the “bechir ha-avot” — the choice one. In fact, we are told that the first Temple in
Jerusalem was Abraham, while the second was Isaac. Both were destroyed. The third temple is Jacob,
and it will last forever. The Third Temple will express the "middle line", which merges chesed and
gevurah, love and judgment, and it will therefore exist forever, until the nations of the world say,
PNMNIIND NITI) PIITH NI, APY YPIOR M DN /N N DX NYYN 1D — “Let us go up to the mountain of
God, to the house of the God of Jacob, and learn from his ways and follow his footsteps.” (Micah 4:2)

7. RAV DAVID LANDAU — WHY DID JACOB HAVE SUCH A DIFFICULT LIFE IF HE WAS THE “BECHIR”?
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