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1. BEREISHIT 37:1-2 — JACOB BEGINS LIFE IN THE LAND OF CANAAN
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Jacob lived in the land of his father's dwelling, in the land of Canaan. These are the generations of
Jacob: when Joseph was seventeen years old, he shepherded with his brothers with the flocks, and he
was a lad, [and was] with the sons of Bilhah and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph
brought bad tales about them to their father.

2. I1BN EZRA — “TOLDOT” MEANS “STORIES”
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3. RASHBAM - GETTING TO GRIPS WITH NARRATIVE PORTIONS OF THE TORAH
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My dear friends, you need to understand and appreciate that despite everything our Rabbis taught us,
scripture never forsakes its plain sense. Although, fundamentally, Torah comes to teach us and inform
us via the use of hints drawn from the plain sense of the text, narratives, laws, and rules, and through
elaborations of the text using the 32 principles of R. Eliezer the son of R. Yosi HaGelili, and through the
13 principles of R. Yishma’el. And earlier sages, because of their piety, inclined towards the homiletic
interpretations, which are very important, and because of this they were not familiar with the depth of
the plain sense of Scripture.



As the Sages said, “Do not make your children engage too much in [plain] Scripture”. And they also said
(B.M. 33a): “One who occupies himself with Scripture [alone] is meritorious but not overly so ... but
one who engages in Talmud, there is no greater measure [of greatness] than this.” As a result they
were not so familiar with the plain meaning of Scriptural passages. And as it records in Tractate
Shabbat, “l was 18 years old and had read the entire Talmud, and | did not know that Scripture never
forsakes its plain sense.” And Rabbeinu Shlomo [Rashi], my maternal grandfather, the Eyes of the Exile,
who expounded on Torah, Propets, and Writings, set his mind to explaining the plain sense of
Scripture. However, |, Shmuel the son of R. Meir, his son-in-law, may his sainted name be for a
blessing, argued with him and before him, and he acknowledged to me that if he had had more time,
he would have produce another [draft of his] commentary which was closer to the plain meanings
that come to light each day.

And now the intellectuals can see how the early ones explained: “EILEH TOLDOT YAAKOV” to mean
“these are the events and the occurrences that happened to Yaakov.” And this is total nonsense. For
every “eleh toldot” in Torah and Writings is either about the individual’s children or, more often, his
grandchildren, as | explained in [Parashat] "Eleh Toldot Noah" (Gen. 6:9). Moreover, in Parashat
Bereishit, it is written (Gen. 5:32), “Noah was 500 years old, and Noah had Shem, Ham, and Yafet.” And
after that it explains that the world sinned, but (Gen. 6:8) “Noah found favor.” And then, after that, it
states (Gen. 6:9), “Eleh Toldot Noach,” and talks about his children’s children -- how he had three sons,
and the Holy One, blessed be He, ordered him to bring them into the Ark for 12 months, and upon
their exit, “sons were born to them after the Flood” (Gen. 10:1), until they increased to 70
descendants, who were the 70 nations, as it is written (Gen. 10:32), “from these branched out etc.”

And similarly, with Esav. The first section (Gen. 36:1-5) specifies Esav's sons who were born to him in
his father's location, and after that “he went to another land” (v.6) and settled on Mt. Seir (v.9) and all
that section. And it is written (v.9), “This, then, is the line of Esau, the ancestor of the Edomites, in the
hill country of Seir.” And all of this second section is about Esav's children [their descendants]. And as
we found with Esav -- that it states that his sons were born in his father's neighborhood, before he
“went to another land because of his brother Jacob” (Gen. 36:6), and his grandchildren were born at
Mt. Seir -- so too with Ya'akov: above it says (Gen. 35:22), “Now the sons of Jacob were twelve in
number, etc.” And it states at the end (v.26-27), “These are the sons of Jacob who were born to him in
Padan-Aram. And [Jacob] came to his father Isaac, etc.” So it has set out Jacob’s sons and where they
were born, as it did with Esav’s sons.

And now [in our chapter] it writes (Gen. 37:2) “Eleh Toldot Ya'akov”: [leading up to] his grandchildren,
who were 70 [in number], and how they were born. How? “Yosef was 17 years old”; his brothers
envied him; and as a result, “Yehuda left his brothers” (Gen. 38:1) and had sons in K'ziv and in Adulam -
- Shelah, Peretz, and Zerah; and Yosef “was taken down to Egypt” (Gen. 39:1), and Menashe and
Ephraim were born to him in Egypt. And then Yosef sent for his father and his household, until they
numbered 70 [in total]. And Moshe Rabbeinu had to write all this down, as this was the way he
rebuked them later on, telling them, "Your ancestors went down to Egypt seventy persons in all" (Deut.
10:22; see 11:1).



4. RAMBAN - BEING STRANGERS IN A FOREIGN LAND & TRYING TO FULFIL THE PROPHECY
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As it just spoke about the Alufei Esav living in the land of their dwelling, namely the land that they took
for themselves as a permanent national homeland. But Jacob lived in the land of his father, a land that
was not theirs, rather it belonged to Canaan. And the intention is to inform that they chose to live in
their chosen land and [at the same time] fulfil the prophecy that “your children will be strangers in a
land that does not belong to them.”

5. ABARBANEL — YAAKOV LIVED IN YITZCHAK’S SHADOW
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6. SHABBAT 21A — BEIT SHAMMAI & BEIT HILLEL ARGUE ABOUT CHANUKAH
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7. R. NACHMAN OF BRESLOV, LIKUTEI HALACHOT — WHAT ARE THEY ARGUING ABOUT?
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