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1. BEREISHIT 25:1-6 — ABRAHAM GETS MARRIED, TO HIS THIRD WIFE
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1. And Abraham took another wife and her name was Keturah. 2. And she bore him Zimran and
Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Jishbak and Shuah. 3. And Jokshan begot Sheba and Dedan, and
the sons of Dedan were Ashurim, Letushim, and Leumim. 4. And the sons of Midian [were] Ephah and
Epher and Enoch and Abida and Elda'ah; all these were the sons of Keturah. 5. And Abraham gave all
that he possessed to Isaac. 6. And to the sons of Abraham's concubines, Abraham gave gifts, and he
sent them away from his son Isaac while he [Abraham] was still alive, eastward to the land of the East.

2. RASHI - KETURAH IS HAGAR

..(N27 YR NMLPI DYYN DIXIY DY NPIVP NNIPI NN N .NNVP

KETURAH — This is Hagar. She was named Keturah because her deeds were as beautiful (sweet) as
"Ketoreth" incense (Genesis Rabbah 61)...

3. CHOMAT ANACH (CHID”A) — A NUMERICAL ASSOCIATION
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“A wife and her name was Keturah” has the same ‘gimatria’ (977) as “this is Hagar (the) Egyptian”. So
says Rabbeinu Ephraim z”l in his manuscript commentary.

4.1BN EZRA/RASHBAM — KETURAH IS NOT HAGAR

Ibn Ezra: Keturah cannot be Hagar as in verse 6 it refers to “Abraham’s concubines” in the plural.
Rashbam: According to the plain meaning of the text this woman is not Hagar.

5. SHADA”L — WHY ARE KETURAH AND HER CHILDREN MENTIONED AT ALL, AND WHY HERE?
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6. RAMBAN — WAS KETURAH A “WIFE” OR A “CONCUBINE”? (AND WAS SHE HAGAR?)
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The plain meaning of the text is [that Keturah is referred to as one of the concubines] because it was
said to [Abraham by God] “your named offspring will come through Isaac” (Gen. 21:12) i.e. not any
other offspring, and he therefore considered all his other wives as concubines. They were not
considered as wives, as their offspring would not be among his heirs. For Hagar, Sarah's maidservant,
was his concubine; but Keturah was taken as [a full-fledged] wife, for if she would have been a
maidservant in his house and he then took her as a concubine the Torah would not have said “and he
took a 'wife' whose name was Keturah”. And yet, despite this, she's called a concubine by the Torah for
the reason | mentioned. And in | Chronicles (1:32) it is written “And the sons of Keturah the 'concubine’
of Abraham”.

7. NETIVOT SHALOM — MARRYING HAGAR & KETURAH WAS A SPIRITUAL STRATEGY
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