KITAVO 2019 — SOURCE SHEET

www.rabbidunner.com

“TODAY’S THE DAY”

1. DEVARIM 26:16-19 — ‘ON THIS DAY’
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This day, the Lord your God is commanding you to fulfill these statutes and ordinances, to observe and
fulfill them with all your heart and with all your soul. You have selected the Lord this day, to be your
God, and to walk in His ways, and to observe His statutes, His commandments and His ordinances, and
to obey Him. And God has selected you this day to be His treasured people, as He spoke to you, and so
that you shall observe all His commandments, and to make you supreme, above all the nations that He
made, [to be] praised, [to earn] a [distinguished] name and glory; and so that you will be a holy people
to the Lord your God, as He said.

2. RASHI - AS IF YOU RECEIVED THEM FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME
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Each and every day [God’s commandments] should be to you like new, as though you had received
these directives that very day for the very first time (Tanchuma).

3. R. BARUCH SHALOM ASHLAG (1907-1991) — NEW, EVERY DAY
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4. RAMBAN - THIS DAY MARKED THE FIRST DAY AFTER THE “WHOLE” TORAH WAS GIVEN
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Moses had finished explaining the Torah and presenting new laws that God had commanded him to
present to [the nation], and so he said, "This day, the Lord your God commands you to do these
statutes and judgments" - as | have [now] already completed it all for you...



5. ABARBANEL — NO LONGER NOVICES, NOW IT IS TIME TO PUT IT INTO PRACTICE
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... After our teacher, Moses, finished explaining the Torah, he said, "This day the Lord... commands you
to do." [This] means to say, since | have already finished explaining the commandments, there is no
need to speak about their explanation anymore; but rather [now is the time] to instruct you regarding
their performance and observance. Perhaps up until now you did not know the explanation of the
commandments. But now that | have already explained them [in terms of what they are], there is
nothing new to add [on that front], and the only thing left is to warn [you about] their performance.
And this is why he said, "This day, the Lord your God commands you to do" ...

6. HAAMEK DAVAR - THIS SHORT PASSAGE ACTS AS AN INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW COVENANT
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7. OHR HACHAIM -
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Did Moses actually command these commandments on the day the Torah reports this, i.e. a few days
before his death? Had God not commanded all of these commandments when the people were at
Mount Sinai? Rashi explains that Moses meant that the commandments should be regarded by the
people as if they were something new each day. But | think that maybe what the Torah had in mind is
this: whereas it is true that all these commandments had been legislated and taught ever since the
people had stood at Mount Sinai, the commandments which pertained to the land of Israel had thus
far been only in the realm of theory, i.e. they had to be studied but could not be performed. Moses
says, that as of the day he addressed the people, the laws pertaining to the land of Israel — such as
terumah and tithes — were no longer in the sphere of theory but had begun to assume practical
significance. The words “this day” are not to be taken literally, but rather they mean that the nation
could view these commandments as if they had just been given to them in a practical sense.



8. RABBEINU BACHAYE — BOTH BELOVED AND FRESH
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Only in the fortieth year he says “on this day”? It had already been 40 years since the Torah was given?
The idea behind this phrase as explained by our sages was that the Torah should always be considered
as beloved as if it had only been given on that very day at Mount Sinai, similar to what is said regarding
a similar phrase in the wording of Shema (Deut. 6:6): “which the Lord your God has commanded you
this day.” Our sages comment “they [i.e. these words] should be as fresh for you as if they had been
received from Mount Sinai on this very day.” And the reason why in one place the Midrash uses the
word “new/fresh,” and in the other it uses the term “beloved”, is because of the manner in which we
relate to Torah legislation. People’s reactions to certain phenomena vary not only individually, but are
also affected by prevailing attitudes in different generations and environments. Man’s heart has a
tendency of being governed by his perception. When something is within his range of vision he is liable
to remember it, but as soon as it is out of sight he tends to no longer focus on it forgets it. Miracles and
wonders [that have occurred in one era] do not continue indefinitely and therefore are easily
forgotten. The Torah must therefore warn us not to allow this natural process to affect us and must
insist that just as the people at the time of the miracles were firm in their faith and belief, we in our
respective generations must be no less so. This lesson applies particularly to periods when the Jewish
people are in exile and miracles do not manifest themselves. The Torah insists that we relate to
everything in the Torah with the same degree of fondness as we did when we were a sovereign nation
in our own land. At the same time, we have to be urged to view the Torah legislation as something
new, reminding us of all the miracles that preceded the giving of the Torah. In other words, the very
experience of the revelation at Mount Sinai is to be recalled by us every time we study any of the laws
of the Torah.

9. BE'ER MAYIM CHAIM — UNDERSTANDING THAT GOD LOVES YOU
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10. NETIVOT SHALOM - “THIS DAY” IS ROSH HASHANA
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