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1. VAYIKRA 19:17 — “DO NOT HATE YOUR BROTHER IN YOUR HEART”

RO YoL Xwn K31 IRy NX m3in 0210 73353 TNX X R3wn X

Do not hate your brother in your heart; rebuke your fellow, and do not bear sin on his account.

2. ARAKHIN 16B — THE LIMITATIONS OF REBUKE
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The Sages taught in a baraita: “You shall not hate your brother in your heart” (Lev. 19:17). [Why does
the verse specify “in your heart”?] One might have thought that this directive means: don’t beat him,

or don’t slap him, or don’t destroy him. That’s why it says “in your heart” -- the verse means hatred in
the heart.
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From where do we know that someone who sees someone else do something unseemly that he is
obligated to rebuke him? As it is stated: “You shall rebuke your fellow.” And if one rebuked him for his
action but he did not accept the rebuke, from where do we know he must rebuke him again? Because
the verse says [it again]: “Hochei’ach Tochi’ach”. And one might have thought that one needs to
continue rebuking even if the face of the person one is rebuking changes [due to the shame or
humiliation]. So it says [immediately]: “Do not bear sin because of him” [in other words, the one who
gives rebuke should not commit a sin by embarrassing the person he is rebuking].
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It is taught in a Baraita, Rabbi Tarfon says: | would be surprised if there is anyone in this generation
who can receive rebuke. [Why?] Because if the rebuker says: “Remove the splinter from between your
teeth...” [i.e. rid yourself of a minor infraction], the rebukee will respond: “Remove the beam from
between your eyes...” [i.e. you have committed far worse sins than me]. Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria says: |
would be surprised if there is anyone in this generation who knows how to rebuke correctly [i.e.
without embarrassing the person they are rebuking].
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And Rabbi Yochanan ben Nuri says: | call on the heaven and earth as my witnesses that [Rabbi] Akiva
was lashed [punished] many times because of me, as | would go and complain about him to Rabban
Shimon [ben Gamliel]. But as it turns out, by doing this | increased his affection for me, affirming what
is written: “Do not rebuke a scorner lest he hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you”
(Proverbs 9:8). [A wise man wants to improve himself and loves those who assist him in that task.]



3. PESACHIM 113B — ARE THERE TIMES YOU CAN HATE A FELLOW JEW?
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Rav Yitzchak says, Rav said: Although someone who sees someone else sinning
should not testify against him on his own, he is nonetheless permitted to hate him, as it is stated: “If
you see the donkey of someone who hates you collapsing under its load” (Ex. 23:5). What is the
meaning of “someone who hates you”? If you say it refers to a gentile -- wasn’t it taught in a baraita
that “he who hates” refers to a Jew who hates you, not a gentile who hates you?
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Rather, it is obvious that the verse is referring to a Jew who hates you. But how is that possible? Surely
one is not permitted to hate a fellow Jew? Isn’t it written: “You shall not hate your brother in your
heart”? Perhaps you will say that this verse refers to a situation where there are witnesses that he
sinned. However, in that case, everyone else should also hate him. What is different about this
situation? [It is talking about if] he personally saw the person do something immoral.

4. RASHBAM/R. YOSEF BECHOR SHOR — DON'T HARBOR A GRUDGE; ADDRESS YOUR GRIEVANCES
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5. RALBAG — WHY WOULD ANYONE NEED TO REBUKE SOMEONE ELSE?
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6. RABBI YEHUDA AMITAL — RELATIONS WITH THOSE WHO DON’T BELIEVE IN GOD & THE TORAH

125 991 TNNY NN,V POV KDY PN PT Y DIMNIY NININ 27Y 17 NI NTIAYA XIDHID
PTIN PT PRT IR :2AMD WOIX PNIND ODIN .IN 12 MDY DO XOW DIDN NN NNPYIN MDY
NNV DN NTNOPYTNY ,DIP N2 wnvwm) ,0MIN0D DX POV D1 10D ,1I19) NOYNY INNIYNIY 32 RON
Y2 PN INT,NIPON NNXND AN HMVNA NTHPH MDA NIN IX DMINIM DI PYY NN MV
HaN .02 Y7 29N 72T NN, 0Y0 NPNYIND NXOAN NTH DNTN 2D YT DONY 02 5¥ 17T DIYWI
DY ,NYI9N NODIN RIN ,NNIAN 1) DTN NYYNA PR ,0¥N NDT )1 NNIND NNIIY BOYNN INta
IOOYY NPON 1A PRY DYV NN PTN PR JPND NASY DOV 1IN .70 MNIHNY ANNYH NYYND 01yl
(Y072 779) PRYIN INTY NN NN JIPA OTNYNDI NANN MMIAYL DPINND

MY N .02 NYYY DINYN 12NN DY 172PN 195 PIDNM NNN IO XYW NI DY 1901 NI NYI92 1NN
ND NN WTI LTIV DY DN WRaD 91201 092 MW 120 T2 1N 1951 NNNX PYIY , N0V DN 19
NXITIN OTRY NN I2TN MYHWYN 0NN YOYPY YYN NIV PIDN 10NN 1H1NT 1A DY DHNI NI wipda

D) T2 TN ORVNY MAN YIAND YYN NN )ININ PAND ,PNPYI DY Y MNTIND TN NN DY H59NnD
DY NYMDN MNTIN VAN NN TIIV NI ,NNDINN T DY WP NND NUYIN DPN N TIND MTIN
JONDNN MTIN DY 10T

.Y 927N TINDINN MTN DX PAND MDY DX21N NINT MIND TN PTPHN NXIN N DY) DY ©O0IN
TNXNY NNN WY ROV DTN N 1AW NA0M D PIY DIRIND 29D DTRN NN VY N7APNIY NI DY
NN DNV 1NN NN XD NN D) .NININT INMNX VITY N172PNY ML KD DD 7N DA TITH DIVN
VP NIONR NNODY TPNDNN MITIPN OY 127N DX2PNY ORI NINAWN NOTN NTHN XD ION,MINDI
2NN DY NMIMAYA NIIPOY THINDINN NI2NN DY WIVWND NN ON

7. LIKUTEI MOHARA”N PART Il 8:1:2 — THE PROBLEM WITH REBUKE NOWADAYS

Although rebuke is extremely important, and it is incumbent upon every Jew to reprove his fellow Jew
when he sees him acting incorrectly, as it is written (Lev. 19:17), “You shall surely rebuke your fellow,”
nevertheless, not everyone is fit to offer moral guidance. As Rabbi Akiva said: | doubt if there is anyone
in this generation who is capable of giving reproof (Arakhin 16b). And if Rabbi Akiva said this in his era,
then it is all the more so now, in this current era.

8. MESSILAT YESHARIM — THE MUSSAR APPROACH

For instance, the Torah instructed us: "you shall surely rebuke your fellow" (Lev. 19:17). Very often a
person attempts to rebuke sinners at a place or time when his words will not be heeded and this
causes them to go further in their wickedness, to desecrate the God’s name, and to add further
transgression to their sin. In such cases, true righteousness is to keep silent.

9. ORCHOT TZADIKIM — NEVER REBUKE IN ANGER

An angry man cannot be wise, as anger results in the departure of logic from the mind... The angry man
can never be corrected and rebuked, as no-one feels free to reveal his errors and shortcomings to him,
because they fear his reaction... And even if someone rebukes him, the angry man won’t be receptive
because of his anger. In general, an angry man will not acquire any good quality until he removes anger
from his heart.



And just as the angry man does not accept rebuke from others, he cannot administer rebuke to others,
for the Torah has said, "You shall rebuke your fellow, and not bear sin because of his wrongful
conduct" (Leviticus 19:17), which means that first you must rebuke him gently, and in private, and with
soft speech, pleading with him that you are thinking only of his own good. And then, if you do this, sin
will not accrue to you.

But if you start off by rebuking your companion with an angry voice and with anger, and you shame
him, then you are sinning for they will never accept your rebuke. This is human nature -- if a man
tackles his companion with force then his companion will be stubborn and unyielding, and won't listen
to him.



