THE ETERNAL FESTIVAL OF PURIM (PURIM 2019) — SOURCE SHEET
www.rabbidunner.com

1. MIDRASH MISHLEI 9:1 — THE FESTIVAL OF PURIM WILL NEVER BE ABOLISHED
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"She has prepared the feast, mixed the wine..." Said R. Abahu: This is Queen Ester, who, when the
sorrow came to the people of Israel in the days of Mordecai, what did she do? She fixed a meal for
Ahasuerus and the evil Haman and made him very drunk so that the evil man believed that she was
doing him an honor, and he was not aware that she had laid a trap — by making him drunk she had
redeemed her people for all time.

"And she also set a table." She set a table for herself in this world, and in the world to come. What was
this good name that she acquired in this world and in the world to come? That all Festivals will be
abolished in the future, but the celebration of Purim will never be abolished. As it says (Esther 9:28)
“And these days of Purim will never cease from among the Jewish people.” Rabbi Eleazar says, Yom
Kippur will also never be abolished, as it says (Lev. 16:34) “And it will be to you for an everlasting
statute to atone for the Children of Israel from all of their sins once a year.”

2. RAMBAM, MEGILLAH VE-CHANUKA 2:18 — MEGILLAT ESTHER WILL BE AS BINDING AS THE TORAH
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All the books of the Prophets and all the Writings will be annulled in the days of the Messiah, apart
from Megillat Esther. It will continue to be binding like the Five Books of Moses and the entire Oral Law

which will never be invalidated. Even though all memory of our suffering will be erased...still the days
of Purim will not be annulled.

3. TESHUVOT HA-RASHBA, 1:93 — WHY SPECIFICALLY PURIM?
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4. MAHARAL — UNDERSTANDING THE ENDURANCE OF PURIM & YOM KIPPUR
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5. Zohar — Purim & Yom Kippur
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Purim is called by the name Yom HaKiPurim (“the day that is like Purim”), as in the future we shall
delight in it, and change it from affliction to delight.

6. R. YISRAEL OF RUZHYN - PURIM IS HOLIER THAN YOM KIPPUR
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7. EISH KODESH, WARSAW, PURIM 1940
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It is written in the holy Tikkunei HaZohar (Tikkun 21, 57:2) that Purim is like Yom HaKiPurim. Just like
on Yom HaKiPurim there is a requirement of fasting and teshuva (return/repentance). A person must
do them whether he wants to or not! They are fulfilled because of the decree of the Holy Blessed One.
So too the simcha (happiness/celebration /joy) of Purim is required: not only if a man is naturally in
simcha or is in a situation where it is possible for him should he rejoice, but rather, he has to be happy!
Even if he is feeling wretched and broken hearted, his mind and spirit trampled, it is required of him to
find even a little spark of simcha to bring into his heart.

And similarly, according to the principle of “whatever is above, so below:” just as on Yom HaKiPurim,
the day itself atones, even if the person didn’t complete his teshuva, The Talmud teaches that he is
atoned for (Tractate Yoma, 85). Thus too on Purim, even if the Israelite person is not experiencing
simcha according to how one should and his service of God on Purim is not perfect, the salvation and
the simcha of the day itself acts on him and Yisrael the way it did at the time of the first Purim.

8. PACHAD YITZCHAK, R. YITZCHAK HUTNER — PURIM TEACHES A SPECIAL POWER

"And the memory of [Purim] shall never cease - for even though all of the holidays are to be nullified
in the future, the days of Purim will not be nullified."” (Mid. Mish 9:1 on Est. 9:28).

To explain this with a parable. Two people are given a task to serve as night watchmen, and to try and
recognize/vet all of the people who visit the place they need to protect. The first person lights a candle,
and holds it up towards everyone, and peers into their faces using the light. The second person does
not light a candle - so how can he recognize others? He works on strengthening his sense of hearing.

The first person is obviously better at the task of discerning those who approach, as his power of sight
is clearer and more distinct than the one who can only utilize his power of hearing. On the other hand,
the actions of the second person are advantageous in a different way, in that he has trained himself
and strengthened his skill of listening [and recognizing] the voices of others. The first person did not do
this.

In the morning, when dawn breaks, and the first person blows out his candle... any advantage he may
have gained from the use of the candle at night is now obsolete. But the second person, who can
certainly see clearly during the daytime, continues to benefit from his superior powers of listening and
hearing that he developed during the night...

In a Jewish leap year, the Megilla is read during the second month of Adar. The reason is that we
connect the salvation of Purim to the salvation of the Exodus from Egypt.



The salvation of Egypt relates to the statement "l am God" (Anochi Hashem - Ex. 20:2): “l am the Lord
your God who took you out of the Land of Egypt." The salvation of Purim has its own "l am God" (Deut.
31:18): “I, God, will keep my Face hidden." This allusion emerges from the Talmud's question - "where
in the Torah do we find Esther? Anochi hasteir asteer panai (I will hide my Face).

In other words, the Jewish people have two ways of recognizing Anochi/God: either through the
salvation of Egypt, or through the salvation of Purim. Discerning God through the salvation of Egypt is
like the person who recognizes others with the help of a light at night; but discerning God through the
salvation of Purim is like the person who uses their other senses.

And to take this analogy further, when dawn ultimately breaks, and the sun shines brightly, the "light
of the sun shall become seven-fold" (Is. 30:26) - the perception of God's light shall be seven times more
than the light of the sun. Because of this, the "lights" that the Jewish people had previously needed will
no longer be necessary and will become obsolete.

Consequently, in the future, when the Messianic salvation will become primary and past salvations will
be considered subsidiary, all of the holidays which are remembrances of the Exodus from Egypt will
become absorbed within the light of the future salvation. However, this will only be true regarding the
holidays of Pesach, Shavuot, Sukkot, and Shmini Atzeret, whose core event is the Exodus from Egypt.
But Purim, during which the Jews taught themselves to discern the Anochi from within darkness and
hiding - this power/strength will certainly remain in the soul of the Jewish people even after the future
dawn will break. All the holidays will be nullified, except for Purim, as the verse states: "its memory will
never cease."

...Just as the power which guides a person's steps in the darkness is also beneficial in the light, so too
those aspects of insight/penetration which shine from within the lack of [light] are of untold value,
[even when it is completely light and bright].



