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1. BEREISHIT 9:18-29 — NOACH EXITS THE TEIVA WITH HIS SONS
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The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth—Ham is the father of Canaan.
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These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole world branched out.
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And Noah began to be a master of the soil, and he planted a vineyard.
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He drank of the wine and became drunk, and he uncovered himself within his tent.
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Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s nakedness and told his two brothers outside.
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Shem and Japheth took a cloth, placed it against both their backs, and walking backward, they covered
their father’s nakedness; their faces were turned away, so that they did not see their father’s nakedness.
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Noah woke up from his wine and found out what his youngest son had done to him,
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And he said, "Cursed be Canaan; he shall be a slave among slaves to his brethren."
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And he said, “Blessed be God, The God of Shem; Let Canaan be a slave to them.”
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“May God expand Japheth, and may He dwell in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be a slave to them."

2. RASHI — WHY MENTION CANAAN IN THE CONTEXT OF THIS STORY?
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Why is it necessary to mention [Canaan] here? Because this section goes on to deal with the account of
Noah’s drunkenness when Ham sinned and through him Canaan was cursed. As the generations of
Ham have not yet been mentioned and we would not know that Canaan was his son, it was necessary
to state here that “Ham is the father of Canaan”.

3. lbn Ezra — Canaan were cursed from the time of Noah
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4. lbn Ezra — 1. Was Ham really Noah’s youngest son? 2. Introducing the sin of Canaan.
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5. Ramban - convoluted refutation of lbn Ezra, and how Noach knew when he woke up
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6. Two Important Questions to consider...

e Why did Ham/Canaan deserve such a terrible punishment for exposing Noach’s nakedness?

e Why was Canaan cursed for Ham's sin?

7. Midrash — 2 suggestions to explain Canaan’s punishment (each used by different commentators)

N NN OXPON T2 2INOW 19D 99N NN 79 INNNNNX 1DOPNN IWID XVIN ON .7V NI TN
Y2 TN XD I PN NI 79 .7V NINY IINN TIAD ,1N572 DIPNA NYIP PRI L(N,V) 1)1 NN
IP9IPNA NOOPN NN OOIN 79D

8. R. Yosef Bechor-Shor (French Tosafist, 12t" Cent.) — Both Ham AND Canaan did something wrong
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9. Sanhedrin 70a — what actually happened to Noach?
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A visitor from the Galilee expounded: The conversive vav is stated thirteen times in [the passage
concerning] wine... [All thirteen instances of the conversive vav here are followed by the letter yod.
Together they form the word vay, meaning woe, and allude to the suffering and misfortune caused by
uncontrolled drinking.]
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Rav and Shmuel [disagreed about what happened to Noah]: One says that he [Ham] castrated Noah
and one says that he [Ham] sodomized him.
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The one who says that he castrated Noah [says this because] since he injured Noah with respect to the
possibility of conceiving a fourth son, therefore Noah cursed him by means of Ham’s fourth son. And
the one who says that he sodomized Noah uses [a word analogy between the words] “and he saw” and
“and he saw.” Here it is written: “And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father”; and
there it is written: “And Shechem, son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her [and he took
her, and lay with her, and afflicted her]” (Genesis 34:2). [This indicates that the term “saw” alludes to
sexual intercourse.]

10. Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer 23 — a strange reference to Canaan...

Pirke de-Rabbi Eliezer is an Aggadic-Midrashic work on the Torah containing exegesis and retellings of biblical stories. The composition
enjoyed widespread circulation and recognition throughout Jewish history and continues to do so in the present. Traditionally, it was
understood to be a Tannaitic composition written by Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus - a disciple of Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakai and the
teacher of Rabbi Akiva and his disciples. Modern scholarship has shown that the book is a medieval work from the 8th Century.
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Noah found a vine which was lying there, which had come out of the garden of Eden. It had its clusters
with it. He took of its fruit and ate, and rejoiced in his heart...He planted a vineyard with it. On that
very day it produced and became ripe with its fruits... He drank wine thereof, and he became exposed
in the midst of the tent... Canaan entered and saw the nakedness of his father, and he bound a thread
(where the mark of) the Covenant was, and emasculated him. He went forth and told his brothers.
Ham entered and saw his nakedness. He did not take to heart the duty of honouring one's father. He
went out and told his two brothers in the market, making fun of his father. His two brothers rebuked
him and took a cloak with them, and they went backwards and covered the nakedness of their father...
Noah awoke from his wine, and he knew what the his youngest son had done unto him, and he cursed
him, as it says, "Cursed be Canaan"...



11. Dr. Tzemah Yoreh - The Bible Critic’s solution: “supplementary paradigm of bible criticism”

It is likely that in an earlier version of the story (the J source), Noah had four sons, not three: Shem,
Ham, Japheth, and Canaan. The later Priestly source had a different tradition, however, that Noah had
only three sons (5:31, 6:10, 7:13, 9:19, 10:1, all P texts). P was by nature a conservative
supplementer/editor — he finds a way to assert his view that does minimal violence to the biblical text.
(According to the supplementary paradigm of biblical criticism, erasure or deletion was rarely if ever
employed.) Accordingly, | would argue that P was not comfortable erasing Canaan entirely from the
text in favor of his own view —and adds the clause “and Ham was the father of” to verse 18 to make it
seem as though Canaan were Noah’s grandson rather than his son. P adds these same words again in
verse 22, thereby making Ham the assailant instead of Canaan. Finally, he adds 9:19 to re-emphasize
his view that Noah had only three sons. By doing so he brings J's text in line with his own tradition of
three sons, but at the expense of the coherence of the story.

NEAT, BUT IT STILL LEAVES THE QUESTION: WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED? WHY THE TERRIBLE CURSE?

12. Malbim — trying to make sense of what actually happened
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13. Itai Kagan — why Chazal think that the offense was sexual
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14. Itai Kagan — a possible explanation, to tie up all the loose ends

SN RPN .NIND PON YD T PINR MY NN IYID AN DN X2 - 2ININ NYDA PT XIN ON XON MIANT NNANIN
PAN NYN NN 20¥ YN YINY7 N7 7D RIPNA TID N0IT) /NI AN N N2 NI PIAN DYR MW 2N ,N
TV AN WIDD TWAN ...IANY AND MY KDY, AN NYN NIY NN JND 7ANR MY W MYNRunn .7ng) IR mIy
25VN NOINND NT NN TINDY IWAN ,TPWUNR : OXTAN DMIN T2 DY MYPND ¥ TN AN DY 19WI NN ¥ PIN
,NAYN NN NV DXV DY NNOWI ¥ 7NYIY NIZIY 12PN NI 1902 INY D2 DX UOIN WO NWI9 531, 1Y .Y
...D12) SV RO DY

TUNN ...NY NUNR NN DY 25U 7T NI DY INMIOYW NX XYW RN, PIN NX YAV 7PN KD DN DY INLNY DX 199
M DY NN M IR T NODNN KD RN TN DY 7PNV P12 INYN DY 25WD NN NY NIVNIY WIaNn ¥ITHN
DO 5NV PN 9 NNV NI N NIN DAPNNN NDDN 7N .7ITINN WIT AN NV YHYD KA LITYION
TIVAY ,OMIND D)2 JOPN DI ON .DNIND OINN NN INYXI NI ...7NTIN TN N) .INWR DY 20D T HMIND
AVIN NN WD NP DY NYPN NIYAN DX INY 2T N WP YOIV 2VIN NN ... INNK DY 20V 17191 10INND PIN
TONY DN YY 12N NIN IWID ,ININ NN INYY XONND NIRKIN XN PO XIN ,0INNK 172DV 195 ,NOIND NIN WOV

.DN 2D HHYY NYIAM DITHN MY IR DIV DNONN ,I30NHN 120 XIN 1OY IMN DOPN NI 197 INKX BY NN



