
PARSHAT	PEKUDEI	–	SOURCE	SHEET	2018	
	
1.	Shemot	40	–	the	Mishkan	is	built…	
	

:ןכָּשְׁמִּהַ םקַוּה שׁדֶֹחלַ דחָאֶבְּ תינִשֵּׁהַ הנָשָּׁבַּ ןוֹשׁארִהָ שׁדֶֹחבַּ יהְִיוַ )זי(  
  ןכָּשְׁמִּהַ תאֶ השֶֹׁמ םקֶָיּוַ )חי(

17.	On	the	first	day	of	the	first	month	in	the	second	year	the	Mishkan	was	built.		
18	And	Moses	put	up	the	Mishkan…	
 
2.	Midrash	Tanchuma	–	What	exactly	happened?	

 
 לצא וכלה דימ .וילע הניכשה הרשת דציכ תוארלו ותומלשב רבדה תא תוארל םיטוהל ויה ,ןכשמה תדובע הרמגנש לארשי ינב וארש העשב יכ
 .ןכשמה תא דימעהל וחילצי םה ילוא תוארל באילהאו לאלצב לצא לארשי וכלה .ולשכנו וסינ םינמואה .ןכשמה תא ומיקיש םהמ ושקיבו םינמואה
 ול רמא דימ .ךכ לע רעטצה השמ .הכאלמב ועט ילוא ,דמוע וניא ןכשמה עודמ ולאשו השמל םלוכ וכלה .םעפ לכב לפונ היה ןכשמהו וסינ םה םג

 ץוח ודימעהל לכוי אל םדא ףאש יתישע ןכל ,ןכשמה ןיינבל המורת םוש תאבה אלש םדוק תרעטצה התאש הביסהמ ,ךכ יתישע ינאש עד :ה"בקה
.ךב יולת לכהש ,ךממ  

 
“Once the Children of Israel saw that the work of the Mishkan was completed, the people sat and waited to 
see it in its final form, and how the Divine Presence would dwell within. Immediately they went to the 
workers and asked them to put it up. The workers tried and failed. They went to Bezalel and Oholiov to see 
whether they might succeed in putting up the Mishkan. They also tried and each time the Mishkan 
collapsed. They all went to Moshe and asked him why the Mishkan was not able to remain erect, maybe 
they had made a mistake in its construction. Moshe was very upset about it.  God immediately said to him 
“[Don’t be upset], I did this on purpose, because you were already upset that you didn’t bring any gift for the 
construction of the Mishkan, and therefore I arranged that no one could put it up besides for you, because 
everything is down to you.” 
 

3.	Rashi	–	another	version	of	the	Midrash	
 

AND	THEY	BROUGHT	THE	TABERNACLE	[TO	MOSES	etc.],	for	they	themselves	were	unable	to	erect	it.	
Since	Moses	had	done	no	work	in	the	Mishkan,	God	left	for	him	the	task	of	erecting	it,	for	nobody	else	
was	able	to	set	it	up	because	of	the	weight	of	the	boards	which	no	human	strength	was	capable	of	
setting	up.	Moses,	however,	succeeded	in	placing	it	in	position.	Moses	said	to	God,	“How	is	its	erection	
possible	by	human	beings?”	God	answered	him:	“You	do	something	with	your	hands!”	He	[only]	
appeared	to	be	erecting	it,	but	in	fact	it	set	itself	up	and	rose	of	its	own	accord.	That	is	why	Scripture	
says,	(Ex.	40:17)	“The	Tabernacle	was	erected	( םקוה )”	—	was	erected	by	itself.		
 

4.	Did	Moshe	really	do	it	by	himself?	
	
It	is	obvious	that	the	Mishkan	was	not	built	in	an	ordinary	way,	for	how	was	it	possible	for	Moshe	to	
build	the	entire	structure	himself,	if	all	the	others	had	been	unable	to	do	so	beforehand?	What	
happened	was	that	God	told	him,	“I	will	help	you,	you	start,	and	the	Mishkan	will	build	itself!	All	you	
need	to	do	is	start	the	process,	I	will	do	the	rest.”	Why	does	it	say	in	the	Torah,	‘ ןכָּשְׁמִּהַ תאֶ השֶֹׁמ םקֶָיּוַ ’	–	
“Mosh	put	up	the	Mishkan”?	The	answer	is	in	the	Psalms,	 וֹבּ וינָוֹב וּלמְעָ אוְשָׁ תִיבַ הנֶבְִי אלֹ קוָֹקְי םאִ 	–	“If	God	
does	not	build	the	house,	the	builders	will	labor	in	vain.”	(Ps.	127).	God	established	the	Mishkan	at	the	
hand	of	Moses	to	teach	us	that	whatever	we	‘build’,	although	we	make	the	effort	to	get	it	built,	in	the	
end	it	is	God	who	builds	us	the	Mishkan	that	is	the	final	result.	
	



This	answers	another	question	on	the	Midrash	--	it	seems	strange	that	God	would	reserve	an	honor	for	
Moshe,	and	it	turns	out	that	it	was	something	he	couldn't	even	do.	What	kind	of	honor	is	that?	The	
Torah	is	teaching	us	that	even	when	it	is	someone	as	great	as	Moshe,	the	most	important	part	of	any	
endeavor	is	the	effort	expended	trying	to	accomplish	the	goal,	rather	than	the	goal	itself.	The	honor	
given	to	Moshe	was	to	give	him	the	opportunity	of	putting	in	the	effort	to	build	the	Mishkan,	and	not	
the	actual	building	part	itself.		
	
4.	Likutey	Moharan	(R.	Nachman	of	Breslov)	–	only	Moshe	could	build	the	Mishkan	
	

 רשָׁפְאֶ יאִוְ ,ץרֶאָהָ לעַ םיחִנָּמֻוּ םיכִלְוֹה תוֹיּרִבְּהַוְ םירִבָדְּהַ לכָוְ ,ץרֶאָהָ ןמִ לדֵָגּ לֹכּהַשֶׁ ,שׁוּחבְּ ןיאִוֹר וּנאָשֶׁ וֹמכְּ ,ץרֶאָהָ לעַ םהֵ םירִבָדְּהַ לכָּ
 .הנָּמֶּמִ וֹקיחִרְמַוּ ,ץרֶאָהָמֵ וֹמוֹקמְּמִ וֹלטְוֹנוְ ,רבָדָּהַ חַירִכְמַּשֶׁ ימִ שֵׁיּשֶׁ ידְֵי־לעַ וּנְיהַ ,חַירִכְמַּהַ חַֹכּ ידְֵי־לעַ אלֹ םאִ .ץרֶאָהָמֵ וּקחֲרַתְִיוְ וּקסְפִָּיּשֶׁ
 ,ךְשֵׁוֹמּהַ חַֹכּ הּלָ שֵׁי ץרֶאָהָ יכִּ ....ץרֶאָהָלְ רבָדָּהַ רֵזוֹח ,חַירִכְמַּהַ חַֹכּ קסָפְנִּשֶׁכְּ ךְכָּ־רחַאַוְ .ץרֶאָהָמֵ רבָדָּהַ קחֵרַתְנִ ןכֵּ ,חַירִכְמַּהַ חַֹכּ יפִכְוּ
 םלָוֹעהָ ינֵבְּ לכָוְ ,תירִוּדּכַּ איהִשֶׁ תמַחֲמֵ ,הנָּמֶּמִ לֹפּלִ יוּארָ הָיהָ יכִּ ,הָילֶעָ םֵיּקַתְהִלְ םילִוֹכְי וּיהָ אלֹ ,ואלָ םאִ יכִּ .הּמָצְעַלְ םירִבָדְּהַ לכָּ תכֶשֶׁמְמַוּ
 םירִבָדְּהַ לכָוְ .“םלָוֹע דוֹסְי קידִּצַוְ” :)י ילשמ( בוּתכָּשֶׁ וֹמכְּ ,םלָוֹע דוֹסְי אוּה קידִּצַּהַ יכִּ ...רפָעָ תנַיחִבְּ אוּה קידִּצַּהַוְ ...עַוּדָיּכַּ הּבָיבִסְ םידִמְוֹע
  .וילָאֵ םירִבָדְּהַ לכָּ ךְישִׁמְהַלְ ,ךְשֵׁוֹמּהַ חַֹכּ וֹל שֵׁיוְ ,וילָעָ םידִמְוֹע

 ןיקִיסִפְמַ ,חַירִכְמַּהַ חַֹכּ ידְֵי־לעַ ךְאַ .ל"נַּכַּ ךְשֵׁוֹמּהַ חַֹכּ וֹל שֵׁיּשֶׁ ,רפָעָ תנַיחִבְּ אוּהשֶׁ ,קידִּצַּהַ הֶזלְ םדָאָ ינֵבְּ לכָּ וּכשְׁמִָּיּשֶׁ יוּארָ הָיהָ הנֵּהִוְ
 יפִלְוּ .ל"נַּהַ קידִּצַּהַמֵ םקָיחִרְהַלְוּ םקָיסִפְהַלְ םדָאָ ינֵבְּ תאֶ םיחִירִכְמַ םהֵ םהֶישֵׂעֲמַוּ םרָוּבּדִּ ידְֵי־לעַשֶׁ ,םדָאָ ינֵבְּ שֵׁיּשֶׁ ,וּנְיהַ .וּנּמֶּמִ ןיקִיחִרְמַוּ
...ל"נַּכַּ רפָעָ תנַיחִבְּ אוּהשֶׁ קידִּצַּהַלְ ברֵקָתְִיוְ וֹמצְעַ ךְישִׁמְַיוְ רֹזחֲַי ,חַירִכְמַּהַ חַֹכּ קיסִפְַיּשֶׁכְּ ,ךְכָּ־רחַאַוְ ,ל"נַּכַּ קידִּצַּהַמֵ קיחִרְמַ ןכֵּ ,חַירִכְמַּהַ חַֹכּ  

 ןכָּשְׁמִּהַשֶׁ ,)אל 'פ תומש( שׁרָדְמִּבַּ אבָוּמּכַוְ ...םשָׁ דמֵוֹע הָיהָשֶׁ םוֹקמָּלַ תוּקלֹאֱ ךְישִׁמְהַלְ ,ךְשֵׁוֹמּהַ חַֹכּ וֹל הָיהָ ןכָּשְׁמִ יכִּ ,ןכָּשְׁמִ תנַיחִבְּ הֶזוְ
 ינִכָּשְׁמִ יתִּתַנָוְ :)וכ ארקיו( בוּתכָּשֶׁ וֹמכְּ ,םוֹלשָׁוְ סחַ ,וּאטְחֶֶי םאִ וּלּפִאֲ םלָצְאֶ הנָיכִשְׁ הרֶשְׁתִּשֶׁ ,לאֵרָשְִׂילְ ןוֹכּשְׁמַ אוּהשֶׁ ,ןוֹכּשְׁמַ ןוֹשׁלְ אוּה
 תנַיחִבְּ וֹל שֵׁיּשֶׁ ,'וּכוְ ינִכֵשְׁמָ ןוֹשׁלְ ןכָּשְׁמִ יכִּ ,ל"נַּכַּ וּנְיהַ .לאֵרָשְִׂיבְּ הרָוֹשׁ הנָיכִשְּׁהַ ,ןכָּשְׁמִּהַ ידְֵי־לעַשֶׁ אצָמְנִ .םכֶתְאֶ ישִׁפְנַ לעְַגתִ אלֹוְ םכֶכְוֹתבְּ
 תנַיחִבְּ ,רפָעָ תנַיחִבְּ אוּהשֶׁ קידִּצַּהַ אלָּאֶ ,ןכָּשְׁמִּהַ תאֶ םיקִהָלְ רשָׁפְאֶ יאִ ןכֵּ לעַוְ .ל"נַּכַּ םשָׁ דמֵוֹע הָיהָשֶׁ םוֹקמָּלַ תוּקלֹאֱ ךְישִׁמְהַלְ ,ךְשֵׁוֹמּהַ חַֹכּ
 אוּהשֶׁ ,קידִּצַּהַ הֶז אקָוְדַּ יכִּ ,וֹמיקִהֲלַ לוֹכָי הָיהָ אלֹ רחֵאַוְ .ןכָּשְׁמִּהַ תאֶ השֶֹׁמ םקֶָיּוַ :)מ תומש( בוּתכָּשֶׁ וֹמכְּ ,םדָאָהָ לכָּמִ ונָעָ הָיהָשֶׁ ,השֶֹׁמ
...תוּקלֹאֱהָ ךְישִׁמְהַלְ ,ךְשֵׁוֹמּהַ חַֹכּ תנַיחִבְּ אוּהשֶׁ ,ןכָּשְׁמִּהַ םיקִהָלְ לוֹכָי ,ךְשֵׁוֹמּהַ חַֹכּ תנַיחִבְּ ,רפָעָ תנַיחִבְּ  

 
5.	How	did	they	build	it	each	time	afterwards?	
	
	(i)	Roger	Bannister	and	the	4-minute	mile	
	(ii)	Once	you	beat	the	Sitra	Achra	the	resistance	disappears	
	
6.	Netivot	Shalom	–	try	once,	and	try	again!	
	
According	to	the	Midrash,	after	the	first	time	Moshe	built	it,	the	Mishkan	was	erected	and	dismantled	
each	day	of	the	Seven	Days	of	Inauguration.	According	to	Rabbi	Chanina,	it	was	erected	and	dismantled	
three	times	each	day!	The	Netivot	Shalom	asks	“Why?	Why	not	just	get	it	standing	and	then	leave	it	
that	way	(at	least	until	the	time	came	to	travel)?	To	teach	us	that	the	task	of	erecting	a	Mishkan	is	not	
something	accomplished	on	one's	first	try.	One	gets	one's	"Mishkan"	standing,	only	to	suffer	a	setback,	
and	have	it	dismantled.	You	try	again,	and	again	gets	it	standing,	perhaps	this	time	even	more	firmly	
than	before,	yet	once	again	find	it	taken	apart.	Part	of	the	difficulty	of	its	construction	is	in	not	
becoming	disheartened	at	the	seemingly	endless	process	of	building	and	destruction	implied	by	this	
daily	cycle	of	up	and	down.		
	


