PARSHAT PEKUDEI - SOURCE SHEET 2018

1. Shemot 40 - the Mishkan is built...
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17. On the first day of the first month in the second year the Mishkan was built.
18 And Moses put up the Mishkan...

2. Midrash Tanchuma - What exactly happened?
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“Once the Children of Israel saw that the work of the Mishkan was completed, the people sat and waited to
see it in its final form, and how the Divine Presence would dwell within. Immediately they went to the
workers and asked them to put it up. The workers tried and failed. They went to Bezalel and Oholiov to see
whether they might succeed in putting up the Mishkan. They also tried and each time the Mishkan
collapsed. They all went to Moshe and asked him why the Mishkan was not able to remain erect, maybe
they had made a mistake in its construction. Moshe was very upset about it. God immediately said to him
‘[Don’t be upset], | did this on purpose, because you were already upset that you didn’t bring any gift for the
construction of the Mishkan, and therefore | arranged that no one could put it up besides for you, because
everything is down to you.”

3. Rashi - another version of the Midrash

AND THEY BROUGHT THE TABERNACLE [TO MOSES etc.], for they themselves were unable to erect it.
Since Moses had done no work in the Mishkan, God left for him the task of erecting it, for nobody else
was able to set it up because of the weight of the boards which no human strength was capable of
setting up. Moses, however, succeeded in placing it in position. Moses said to God, “How is its erection
possible by human beings?” God answered him: “You do something with your hands!” He [only]
appeared to be erecting it, but in fact it set itself up and rose of its own accord. That is why Scripture
says, (Ex. 40:17) “The Tabernacle was erected (op177)” — was erected by itself.

4. Did Moshe really do it by himself?

It is obvious that the Mishkan was not built in an ordinary way, for how was it possible for Moshe to
build the entire structure himself, if all the others had been unable to do so beforehand? What
happened was that God told him, “I will help you, you start, and the Mishkan will build itself! All you
need to do is start the process, I will do the rest.” Why does it say in the Torah, “92w»a ¥ 7y o2’ -
“Mosh put up the Mishkan”? The answer is in the Psalms, i2 32 392y &1% n°2 7320 8% 232 ok - “If God
does not build the house, the builders will labor in vain.” (Ps. 127). God established the Mishkan at the
hand of Moses to teach us that whatever we ‘build’, although we make the effort to get it built, in the
end it is God who builds us the Mishkan that is the final result.



This answers another question on the Midrash -- it seems strange that God would reserve an honor for
Moshe, and it turns out that it was something he couldn't even do. What kind of honor is that? The
Torah is teaching us that even when it is someone as great as Moshe, the most important part of any
endeavor is the effort expended trying to accomplish the goal, rather than the goal itself. The honor
given to Moshe was to give him the opportunity of putting in the effort to build the Mishkan, and not
the actual building part itself.

4. Likutey Moharan (R. Nachman of Breslov) - only Moshe could build the Mishkan

IWOR X)L PINT 7Y D031 2273 NP2 0270 221,77 12 273 930V L, WAN3 PRI IRY 103 78T %Y 07 071270 72
T30 IV PINGR MiPRn 201) 7270 TR 0 WY STV MT L0780 02 0T)70Y KO OX YNGR P00 W0
STWRT 12 A7 W PIRT °2 ... IRT? 0273 N L0000 12 PORIYD 127IONY YNGR 1273 PAINI 12,0790 12 099
D217 *12 221,177 XO0Y N ,n3en 987 MY M7 02 ,79Y DRy 0910 1 XD N7 DX 03 ARYY? 0373 72 Ny
0°7277 221 .“D%1v 7107 P77 :(° 22wn) 2IN3Y 113,075 TI0Y RIT PUTXD 0D ...00Y NN KIT PUIRD) ...YITID 2020 2T
YR 01273 22 WY AW IRD 02 12 W 0y 0T

TR0 LI 02 °T77Y N 2"32 WG 02 12 W19y NN N Lo TE Afy DTN "33 92 DWW My )
D91 .9"37 PYTRIN DRI 0RP09T7 DTN 12 NN D% 07 D Ym 0aT 21UV 0N "1 WY 0D A3 PR
..2"12 79Y NPN RINY PPTRTY 27NN IRRY W G ,M00923 12 P09V ,T27I0RY L2112 PPTROR PR 12,1000 12

12WRIY (X2 'D MnW) WRTR3 XD ...OW TRIY MmOV Oipn2 PR TWRIY WD 03 2 M7 19WR 2 ,19Wn nrna N
2127 °An7) (13 RIP*Y) NAN2Y 23,0179 OO XY DX 199X D28 APV TWAY 2R 10WR XY 113w 1107 KT
NP2 2 WY L0) V1w 10T 19W0 °9 .22 WD SR MY APWD 12WnD PTouW X¥n] 00N W91 P¥iN X?) 097103
NN 9V NIOR NITY POTRT RPN ,12WR0 DX DORT? IR X 12 71 .2"12 OV T MW aipn? PR Tunay Twieg 03
RITY P TRD 71 RPYT 0D, 0pa? 2922 M KD R) L12Wnn DR AW a2 (2 Maw) 2302W 83,0787 20 1Y aY ,nwh

- DIPORT TWRT? WD 03 NN XY 19WRT 0°pT? 2137, qWing 03 nrna 19y nrna

5. How did they build it each time afterwards?

(i) Roger Bannister and the 4-minute mile
(ii) Once you beat the Sitra Achra the resistance disappears

6. Netivot Shalom - try once, and try again!

According to the Midrash, after the first time Moshe built it, the Mishkan was erected and dismantled
each day of the Seven Days of Inauguration. According to Rabbi Chanina, it was erected and dismantled
three times each day! The Netivot Shalom asks “Why? Why not just get it standing and then leave it
that way (at least until the time came to travel)? To teach us that the task of erecting a Mishkan is not
something accomplished on one's first try. One gets one's "Mishkan" standing, only to suffer a setback,
and have it dismantled. You try again, and again gets it standing, perhaps this time even more firmly
than before, yet once again find it taken apart. Part of the difficulty of its construction is in not
becoming disheartened at the seemingly endless process of building and destruction implied by this
daily cycle of up and down.



